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Welcome 

As we approach the end of term the 
weather has turned warmer and it is 
time to reflect on another excellent 
period of achievement, participation, 
learning and varied activity at 
Tahuna. 
 
Parent Interviews are underway this 
week and they provide an important 
and valuable opportunity for 
parents/caregivers and teachers to 
discuss the continued progress of 
our students. Don’t miss out – 
contact your child’s teacher if you 
still need to arrange one. 
 
It has been great to see the 
continued high level of achievement 
of students in writing, mathematics 
art, multicultural, sporting events 
and teams. More on that later in the 
newsletter. Congratulations to all 
those attaining those honours.  

The Tahuna Challenge 

Congratulations too, to those 
students selected to take part in 
inaugural Tahuna Challenge 
tomorrow. This term the Challenge 
will be an extension tramp from 
Pigeon Flat to Waiora. Students 
were nominated by their classroom 
teachers in recognition for their 
special efforts this year. Thank you 
to the parents helping out and to Mr 
Phillips, Mr Leach and Mr Scoles for 
organising the Challenge. 

Me and My School Survey 

We have just received the results 
from the Me and My School Survey 
that our school participates in. It is 
administered by the NZCER (NZ 
Council for Educational Research) 
and measures levels of student  
 

 
engagement and reading 
engagement. The results indicate 
that Tahuna students are well 
ahead of the National reference 
group norms and  that our 
students are very positive and 
engaged in our programmes. 

Polynesian Festival 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tahuna on stage 
 
This annual Polynesian Festival 
was once again a wonderful 
occasion for our school groups to 
perform in last week. Pictured are 
the Samoan, Cook Island and 
Kapa Haka groups who all 
performed to an exceptionally high 
standard. They were awesome 
and our items were very well 
received. Well done to the 
students, Mrs Toa, Mr Hokianga 
and their team of helpers who 
spent long hours perfecting the 
performances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jessica, Merikura and Kayla prepare 
for their item. 

 

 
Our haka boys are always a “hit” and 

they certainly gave 100%. 
 

Tony Hunter 
Principal 
 

Congratulations 
 

Ice Hockey 
 
The Southern Ice Hockey League 
informed us that Joe Orr  has been 
selected for the U16 Southern 
Midgets. They are to play in the 
New Zealand Ice Hockey Nationals  
in Auckland from 11th – 13 
September 2009. 
Having seen Joe play I know he will 
do the school and the region proud. 
We wish them the very best   
Jacob Hurring  in Rm 17 has been 
away at the NZ Ice Hockey 
Nationals.  He has been selected for 
the Under 13 NZ Ice Hockey team 
and got the award for Best 
Defenceman in NZ. 

Y.I P. Awards 

The following have been successful 
in receiving their awards at recent 
assemblies. 
 
Silver  
Duncan Cummings 
Sarah Jane Hewitt   
Jaden Dowling 
Kate Gardiner 
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Netball 

Congratulations to Tahuna Blue 
netball team on winning  division 2 
of their netball competition. 

Winner  

Lydia Anderson  won the ODT 
Extra  Year 7 & 8 Short Story 
Competition with her story – “ On 
The Back Of An Albatross.” 
This is a wonderful achievement 
as the Extra is used right across 
NZ and many schools enter this 
competition. 

 

Australian Mathematics 
Competition Results  2009 

Our top mathematic students   from 
Yr 7 and yr 8 were selected to sit 
these two challenging examinations. 
Overall, we were very pleased with 
our passes.  
Thanks to all those who gave it their 
best and congratulations to the 
following. 
Year Eight  
 
Distinction 
Henry Arnold 
 
Credit 
Alex Growden 
Alexandra Laubscher 
Connor McIntyre 
Nathan Firman 
Mickayla Drinkwater 
Katrina Hansen 
Jessica McLeod 
Shanna Verhoef 
Erika Savell 
Katy Sapwell 
Lewis Mears 
Ryan Thom 
Liam Spronken 

Nigel Goulstone 
 
 
Year Seven  
 
Distinction 
Zane McEwan 
Sophie Tonks 
Britta Hamill 
Matthew Harbrow 
Evan Hinds 
Philip Anderson 
Lydia Anderson 
 
Credit 
Michael Hatton 
Sotaro Ueda 
Jaydin McMullan 
Grace Cook 
Alice Cuthbert 
Avinash Shastri 
Liam Cowan 
Kurtis Haanen 
Caleb Cuttriss 
Conor Furzeman 
Lillian Bloxsome 
Aaron Anderson 
Amelia Collins  
Erica Paterson 

ICAS Australian Spelling 
Results  

It was a thrill to receive these results 
back from Australia and find that our  
Yr 8 school average  was 35.1 
compared with the NZ average of 
31.0. Our Yr 7’s were also up on the 
NZ average and registered 29.2  
against the NZ av of 27.9. 
 
The year eights had strengths in the 
following areas. 

I. Dictation 
II. Rules and conventions 
III. Proof reading / correcting. 

 
Our Year sevens strengths were- 

I. Proof reading 
II. Dictation 
III. Rules and conventions. 

 
Again we thank all children for sitting 
this examination and acknowledge 
the following fine results. 
Yr 8 
High Distinction 

Liam Spronken 
 
Distinction 
Emma Bridgman 
Brennan Carne 
Alexandra Laubscher 
Jason Lloyd 
 
Credit 
Alex Growden 
Sandra Pang 
Wallace Pu 
James Richardson 
Saskia Rushton – Green 
Hannah Auckram 
 
Yr 7  
Distinction 
Lydia Anderson 
Anna Cooper 
Evan Hinds 
Avinash Shastri 
 
Credit 
Mark Davies 
Leon Hook 
Aston Wilson 
 

NZ Basketball 

It is a thrill to write about two of our 
students achieving NZ status in their 
sport of basketball. Miah Small and 
Blair MacKenzie will tour Australia 
in the NZ U13 Koru squads in mid –
January 2010. 
Blair would be the second Tahuna 
boy to achieve this honour and Miah 
our fourth girl. We congratulate both 
of them and wish them well. 
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Otago Youth Art Awards 

Tahuna had a good number of 
children exhibiting at this occasion 
along with about 20 other Otago 
Schools. We were delighted to 
hear that Callum Hunter  was 
placed 2nd with his 3-D wall 
sculptor and Bailley Ellis  was 
third with his Samoan cloak, in the 
10 -13yr age group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Otago Cross Country 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hanna English  comfortably wins 
the Yr 7 Girls Otago Cross Country 
title with Britta Hamill  filling a fine 
second in the same race. Sixth was 
Tabitha Seaton.  I also heard that 
Hanna raced exceptionally well over 
the previous weekend at the NZ 
Road Champs and won a Bronze 
medal in her age group. 
 

 
 
Blair MacKenzie  ran a brilliantly 
judged race to take the Otago title in 
the Yr 8 boys race.  
Overall, our runners ran well in the 
four races with the majority finishing 
in the top section of places. 
We thank them for their efforts at 
training and the part they played  in 
the Tahuna Team. 
 

Letting us Know  

Children are asked to see Mr Hutton 
if they have had successes / good 
news which should be celebrated 
through the newsletter. Parents can 
also let me know of news worthy 
items. 
keithhutton@tahuna.school.nz  
 

Secondary Enrolment 
reminder 

Dunedin Secondary schools have 
asked us to remind parents and 
caregivers of Year 8 students to get 
their enrolment forms in as soon as 
possible. Thank you. 

Dental Clinic Forms 

All Year 8’s have had transfer cards 
issued for free dental care until 18 
years of age.  Parents please 
ensure these are completed and 
returned to school as soon as 
possible. 
Thank you  

ENROLMENTS  2010 

Thank you for sending these in so 
quickly - Any more? 
 

Diary Dates 

Wednesday16 th September – late 
session for parent interviews and 
Classics Quiz at the University of 
Otago 7.00 -8.00pm. 
Thursday 17 th September  Children 
involved in the Activ Eight Physical 
Challenge at the College of 
Education.+ Selected children out 
on the Tahuna  Challenge Tramp. 
Friday 18 th September 2. – NZ 
Playhouse performance of 
“Cinderella” for the school. $1 per 
child please. 
Tuesday 22 nd September   1.15pm 
– Rms 16.17.18.24 at Moana Pool. 
Wednesday 23 rd September 10.35  
- Rms 16.17.18.24 at Moana Pool.+ 
1.00pm 4 x Yr 7 classes at OGHS 
Performance. 
Thursday 24 thSeptember - 
School Disco by Invitation 
Friday 25 thSeptember - 
School  finishes for the Term. 
Monday 12 th October- school -
opens for Term 4. 

Health Update  

Just giving advance notice that on 
the first Thursday of Term 4, 
Gayna McConnell, from Family 
Planning, is going to hold a 
meeting for all interested parents, 
on the Sexuality Road 
programme.  We would like as 
many parents as possible to 
attend, so we can get your 
feedback.  All going well, Gayna 
will then teach 2 sessions with 
each of the Year 8 classes later in 
the year, as part of our trialling the 
programme.  Please try to keep 
Thursday, 15th October , from 
7pm till 8.30pm free. 

Wahine Production 

Aroha White has been doing these 
plays now for three years, and 
gives up every school holiday to 
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practice.  She featured in five 
performances of the Wahine 
production and some of you may 
have seen her picture in the ODT.  

POETRY 

Windows  
Windows are very patient as they  
sit there silently in their places.  
Wishing that they had their  
own faces. 
 
Because they only reflect the ones  
of others, the ones 
of fathers, mothers, sisters 

         and brothers. 
 

When they get dirty it adds  
to their pane, you’d think  
that they would be waiting  
for the rain. 

 
         But being dirty is the only  
         way they are seen, do they  

really want to be clean. 
 
         Windows must feel lonely  
         being seen right through, 
         like most people they don’t  

know what to do. 
 
        They would like to be heard,        
         to talk, to have a natter, 
         but since they can’t they  
  eventually fall and shatter. 
 
          By Jake Cropley R11 

The Climbing Wall  

 
 
There seems to be race to the top 
as three of our Year 8 boys accept 
the challenge down at the Logan 
Park High School Climbing Wall.  
It was an amazing experience, for 
not only did they free climb, but 

also learnt how to belay with the 
ropes.  This was great preparation 
for their outdoor climbing venture 
at Long Beach later in the year. 
 
Dave Brash and his team 
introduced the class to rock 
climbing at the indoor centre. 
 

 
   
Before walking down to the 
climbing wall Room 14 had an 
enjoyable morning at the Botanical 
gardens, sketching the 
rhodendrons that are coming out 
to bloom, checking out the varied 
bird life in the aviary, touring the 
hot houses, then racing round the 
gardens on a most enjoyable 
Orienteering course. 
A huge thanks to Mr Leach for 
organising this experience for the 
Year 8 classes. 

Weekly Highlights for Term 3 

Wk 1-  Cross country and  the Australian 
high school music performance. 
Wk 2 – High school open mornings. 
Wk 3 – Our Open days and Open Night. 
Wk 4 – Tahuna Science Fair and 
Remuera visitors here. 
Wk 5 – Otago Science Fair and 
Mathletics. 
Wk 6 – New group started swimming 
sessions. 
Wk7 –Youth Art Awards 
Wk8 – Yr 8’s at climbing wall and Otago 
Cross Country 
�

 

School Council  Disco  

On Thursday, 24th September, the 
invitation only School Council Disco 
is being held in the Tahuna School 
Hall, from 7pm till 9pm, at a cost of 
$5.00 per student.  This charge 
includes a drink.  Water will also be 
available.  Extra drinks will be sold 
on the night, at a cost of $1 per 
bottle.  Invitations will be given out 
from Monday, the 21st September, 
and it is imperative that permission 
slips and the $5.00 are handed to 
Class Councillors by 9am, 
Thursday, 24 September.    Late 
payments will not be accepted.  
  
A high standard of behaviour is 
expected from all students.  We do 
ask that parents please collect your 
child promptly from the appropriate 
exit, as stated on the invitation.  
Here’s looking forward to another 
successful, Council fundraiser for 
the year. 

Ariki Athletics – Children’s 
Section 

Do you love to run, jump and throw? 
Then give athletics a GO! 
When: Monday nights 
Where: Bayfield Park 
Time: 6pm-7pm (5yr-9yr)  
          7pm-8pm (10yr -14yr) 
Registration night: 21st 
September  2009, 
Guthrie Pavilion, Bayfield Park 6pm-
7pm 
For further enquiries phone - 
Michael 4761708 or Deidre 
4545775. 
 

 


