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Welcome

Dear Parents / Caregivers

Term 2 is well underway now
and as usual at Tahuna there
are a number of important
educational programmes to the
fore. Of special mention are the
EMAP Science initiative, the
community Health consultation
evening, St Johns Safe kids
programme and the Skills2Swim
programme.

There are of course a host of
other activities happening in and
around the school including
many cultural and sporting
events. As always it is fantastic
to see our students so engaged,
involved and excited about
learning.

Wednesday evening. Although
we would have preferred more
parents to attend, there were
sufficient numbers to give us a
cross section of opinion on
programmes that are on offer at
Tahuna, related to Health, PE,
Outdoor Ed, and in Food
Technology.

Individual staff spoke on the
various topics that are covered
in Year 7 and 8, with Constable
Jeanette Parcelle, Avril Pierce

and Gayna McConnell,
speaking on their specialist
areas.

Survey feed back results will be
in the next newsletter.

Tony Hunter
Principal

things and how to find ways to
solve problems when we engage
in our study at Tomahawk
Lagoon.

Room 11 is going to check the
water quality and how the
environment around the lagoon
is affecting the water and the
creatures that live there. We are
looking forward to working with
Mr Innes again.

By Jake Cropley

Environmental Monitoring
and Action programme
The Environmental

and Action Programme (EMAP) B
coordinated by Mr Scoles has §

i
Monitoring F

our students gathering and |
interpreting data about water
quality at Tomahawk Lagoon. |
Students are acting as “pollution |
detectives” and at the same time
learning about and respecting
our environment.

EMAP comes to Tahuna

Community Health
Consultation Evening

Thank you very much to the

Tahuna was very happy to
welcome Mr Innes to the school
on the 6" May. Mr Innes worked
with Room 11 and talked them
through how to discover certain

parents who attended our
biennial meeting to consult with
our community, last

Y.l P. Awards

The following have been
successful in receiving their
awards at recent assemblies.

Gold

James Richardson
Jemma Fielding
Jake Cropley

Silver

Trent Johnston
Brennan Carne
Cassidi Woodhouse
Tori Clearwater

:| Ashleigh Keen- Burrow
‘| Elle Rolfe

Congratulations Emily Gray

New Zealand Representation

Well done to Emily Gray for
being selected in the New
Zealand U14 Futsal team to play
in Sydney in January. Ex-pupil
Chelsea Whittaker has also been
selected for this higher honour.
We congratulate them both and
wish  them well in their

representative encounters.
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St Johns Safe Kids
Programme

In Week 3, 11-15 May, Year 7
students, and in Week 4, 18 -
22" May, Year 8 students, will
be involved in the Safe Kids
programme. Belinda McMillan
will work with each class and
cover Dialling111, How you can
help, First Aid, playground First
Aid and CPR.

The content has been targeted
specifically towards our age
groups and should be a very
worthwhile programme. There is
a gold coin charge

Safe Kids

On Monday the 11" Belinda from
St John Ambulance came to our
school to teach us about first aid.
First she asked for a volunteer
and taught us what to do if we or
a friend had a bleeding nose and
said to put gloves on and not to
touch the blood because blood
has tiny germs that you can not
see.
Overall her visit to our school
was quite cool because she told
us what to do if someone in the
playground collapses and we
were the first person on the
scene.

- Kevas Cole

Lit Quiz Raffle

Thanks to all those parents and
children who supported these
two Food raffles. Money raised
goes towards our Lit Quiz team’s
travel to the national Final in
Auckland on the 13" June.

Winners were Breeana
Richardson and Jasmine
Ellwood.

Second place getters were Jill
Hogan and Jacqui Burrows and
they received McDonald
vouchers.

Swimming Programme

Year 8 Swimming
Programme

This started today and children
were split according to ability.
Some children will be receiving

specialist coaching from
Swimsation and others will be
involved in an  Aquatics
programme run by Tahuna
Staff catering for all levels of
ability.

Swimming is a part of our
curriculum and we are
surrounded by water and all of
us need to know how to keep
safe by water and be able to
swim a little or at least stay a
float. Many children need
swimming and rescue skills but
each time swimming is taught
at school children avoid

attending . Already we are
getting notes to excuse children
and usually they are the ones
who need this tuition.

Parents and caregivers
please support the school in
assisting your children and
only write that note if the
child has a medical
condition. Many Thanks

This week we have an hour and
a half Professional
Development session for the
staff on teaching swimming
skills.

Year 7 Swimming in Term 3

These children will be a part of
the Skills 2 Swim Programme
where by all Year 7 children will
receive professional tuition by
Swimsation staff. There will be
ten sessions of one hour where
children will spend half of this
time with Swimsation staff and
the other half on an Aquatics
programme designed and run by
Tahuna Staff. With backing from
the DCC and the Skills 2 Swim
programme the cost has been
heavily subsidised.

The programme starts week 1
Term 3.

Swimming togs — if you have any
good secondhand swimming
togs you would like to donate to
school please send them along
to the school office. Thank you.

Diary Dates

Monday 11th — 15th May - St
Johns Safe Kids Course for Yr 7
children

Wednesday 13™ May 11.00 —
12.00 Yr 8 swimming
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programme commences  at
Moana Pool for Rms 5.11.13.15

Thursday 14 ™ May, 6.00 —
7.00pm NZ Post Book Quiz at
the public Library

Monday 18th — 22nd May - St
Johns Safe Kids Course for Yr 8
children

Wednesday 20 ™ May 11.00 —
12.00 Yr 8 swimming
programme  commences at
Moana Pool for Rms 1.6.12.14.

Thursday 21 ** May — Blue Light
Physical Challenge at the Edgar
Centre

Sunday 24™ May — Friday 29 ™
Tahuna group in Auckland based
at Remuera Int.

Monday 25 " May — Mid — Winter
Tramp for Rms 7 +10

Tuesday 26 i May — 2" vaccine
for some Yr 8 girls.

Wednesday 27 ™ May, 9.00am -
ICAS Computer Exam.

Friday 29 m May —Tahuna group
return from Remuera

Monday 1% June — Queen’s
Birthday - school closed.
Wednesday 3™ June -
swimming for Rms 1.6.12.14
Wednesday 10™ May — ICAS
Science Exam.

Sunday 14™ June- Tahuna
Team at NZ Lit Quiz Final in
Auckland

Technology Cycle and every
student at Tahuna has had the
opportunity for some ‘hands-on’
involvement in  the Hard
Materials Workshop.

The year 8 Programme began
with the ‘Compound Curves
Unit. This project allows
students the opportunity to work
with sheet metal (aluminium),
and create a compound curve.
They were also introduced to the

pop rivet gun and literally
thousands of pop rivets have
been used! There was the

opportunity to make a bug, a set
of bowls, or some other zany
creation!

Students were assessed on their
ability to form a compound curve
from sheet metal and also their
skill at assembling a completed
product.

Weekly Highlights for Term 2

Wk 1- Auditions for Stars on
Stage.

Wk 2 — health evening and strike
Performance.

Wk 3 — Year 8 swimming starts.

TECHNOLOGY HARD
MATERIALS MAY 2009

The workshop, what an exciting
place! After our first term we
have been through one complete

‘Playing With Plastics’ was the
first unit for our new Year Seven
Students. They designed their
own unique shape for a key ring.
The students had an introduction
to the workshop, the technique of

lamination, the use of coping
saws, drills, files, sand paper and
rubbing compound. We had
some fantastic results. They
ended up producing a great take
home project, which began life
as three individual flat pieces of
acrylic plastic!

We have recently begun a unit
which is new to the programme
for Year Eight. It continues with
the theme of aluminium, but this
time; experimenting with systems
using modular construction.

Assessment has been based on
the cardboard mock-ups of the
designs created by the students,
accuracy in the setting out of the
plan on sheet aluminium and
then craft skills in assembling the
structure.

We are very lucky to have a

comprehensive range of
equipment in the Tahuna
workshops.

Another new unit has been

included in the 2009 programme;
this time for the Year Seven
pupils. ‘Smooth Operator’ gives
the children opportunity to: study,
record and then demonstrate the
correct and safe use of a range
of tools in the workshop.

What a great group of kids we
have to work with!
-Tim Arnold
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Letting us Know

Children are asked to see Mr
Hutton if they have had
successes / good news which
should be celebrated through the
newsletter. Parents can also let
me know of news worthy items.
keithhutton@tahuna.school.nz

NSW (ICAS) Examinations

Just another reminder about
children entering the Australasian
Examinations for Writing, English,
Mathematics, @ Computing  and
Science. Now known as ICAS and
run by the University of NSW.

Subject Entries | Date of
to Mr Exam
Hutton

Computer | Entrie | Wed 27"

Skills ssent | May

Science Entrie | Wed 10"
ssent | June

Spelling Tuesd | Tues 23"
ay 19" | June
May

English Tuesd | Tues4”
ay 30" | August
June

Mathematic | Friday | Wed 19"

s 3 July | August

Please complete the form below
and return to Mr Hutton by the dates
indicated above.

Please enter me in the following
examinations:-

Science $7.50 ( ) spelling $9.50 ( )
English$7.50( ) Mathematics $7.50

()

Amountincluded $..................

Signature.......oooooviiiii

ANZAC Poem

Never Again

Poppies blow above me.

| know, though | can not see.
There are gunshots exploding
near me.

| know, though | can not hear.

In the air the scent of those that
fell.

I know, though | can not smell.
Dirt covers me, like a veil.

| know, though | can not feel.

Soil in my mouth, the poppies
waste.

| know, though | can not taste.
And | never will again.

Erika Savell.

Strike Performance

I am sure the whole
neighbourhood were fortunate
enough to be able to hear
STRIKE'S big banging
percussion performance in our
school hall last week. They were
amazing! Who could have
thought that you could turn your
ordinary can of fizz into a
percussion instrument.

The sounds were great and it left
the beats in my head playing
over and over again.

There were numerous drums
hanging from different places on
the their frame and else where

on stage, which | thought was
very strange and different.

| think and hope this
performance has encouraged
and inspired a lot of people to
learn to play the drums and other
percussion instruments.

Lulu Schneiders

Rhododendrons in our
Community

The Rhododendron Dunedin
Trust have recently replaced
unhealthy plants in  South

Dunedin. Most can be seen in
Ajax St, Bellona St, Bird St,
Calder St, Council St, Dalgety St,
De Carle St, Douglas St
Jackson St, Larkworthy St, Mills
St, and Young St.

We ask that Tahuna students
living close by keep an eye on
them. If they get a bit droopy
then please give them a bucket
of water.

If you think they need more care
or they are getting damaged, tell
an adult or ring Alert Monitoring
on 455-0001.

Modelling Classes

If you want assistance in —
confidence building, catwalk
experience, performance and
dance then ring 4557516 as
sessions are only $10.

Pet rats of mixed colours. Ph
476-1488 evenings.
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