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Welcome 

It is with sadness but with great 
pride that I have tendered my 
resignation at the end of the 
2008 school year.  Sad to be 
leaving a fantastic school that 
has been such a huge part of 
my life, and knowing that I will 
miss the brilliant youngsters 
and the top staff.  Proud to be 
part of a school that really sets 
out to make a difference, to 
create opportunities, to guide 
and facilitate learning. 
 
I am tremendously proud of 
Tahuna, of such a staff team 
that continues to look at 
improving and raising the bar 
even higher.  A staff who care 
and who work through even the 
challenging times with a 
positive approach.  Yes, I’ll 
miss it all, especially the 
students who are at the centre 
of all my decisions.   
 
It has been a difficult decision, 
but I am confident that Tahuna 
will continue it’s proud tradition.  
It is well resourced, is 
innovative and responsive, is 
focused on actively engaging 
young learners, and values 
success, respect, responsibility 
and creativity.  
 
For now though, it is on with the 
education of our youngsters, 
and preparing for 2009 as best 
we can.  Thanks for the 
support, and continue that 
support for our wonderful staff 
who daily support, challenge  

 
and learn alongside our 
students.   
 
Brent Ward 
Principal. 

Interschool Golf 

On Friday Tahuna entered a four 
boy team into the Nine hole  
Interschool Golf Tournament at 
Belleknowes Golf Course.  The 
team members included Hamish 
Calder, Josh Finnie, Michael 
McCormack and Hare Keelan.  
Seven teams were entered from 
Primary and Intermediate 
schools from Dunedin.   
 

 
 
Tahuna placed second, just one 
shot off the pace behind the 
winning Kavanagh team. Tahuna 
finishing with a score of 51.  All 
teams taking part received a 
drink bottle and cap.  We really 
enjoyed our morning of golf. 
 
Hamish and Josh 

MUFTI DAY 

The School Council Mufti Day 
went very smoothly, with most 
students taking the opportunity to 
leave their uniforms at home.  
With the opportunity to attend the 
spectacular “Strike” musical visit 
recently, the money raised from 
Mufti Day, ($876) and School 
subsidy, ensured all students 
present on the day, were able to 
enjoy this incredible percussion 
experience. 

CLEAN UP FOR TAHUNA  
SCHOOL  COUNCIL 

On Thursday the 11th September 
the Tahuna School Council did 
their bit for ‘Conservation Week’ 
by getting out around the school 
with rubbish bags to clean up the 
large amount of litter left by the 
students. The council had 
approximately fifteen minutes to 
collect as much rubbish as 
possible. They did a fantastic job 
gathering almost nine bags of 
disgusting rubbish. 

 
One councillor said “Some 
people don’t realise what they 
are doing to the 
environment,they need to learn 
to take a few steps to the nearest 
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bin instead of just dropping the 
litter. 

 
By Mitchell Fulton 

GUEST AUTHOR VISIT 

As part of our library promotion, 
we were delighted to have Mr 
Paul Hersey visit, last 
Wednesday.  A large crowd 
attended, and were very 
interested to hear about his own 
childhood love of reading, 
particularly classics, such as 
Tom Sawyer, adventure and 
general knowledge.  The 
importance of balancing 
intellectual with physical, also 
came through, where it is good 
practice to enjoy being inside 
reading a book, but also to get 
outside and enjoy having a run 
around.    
 
Mr Hersey has recently 
published a book called 
“WHERE THE MOUNTAINS 
THROW THEIR DICE.”  Pupils 
were told of his journey to writing 
and how publishing a book is the 
culmination of perseverance, 
hard work, patience and a bit of 
luck.  Be curious in the world 
around, for that could be the 
story for your future book.   
 
Exerpts from the book were 
shared and Mr Hersey talked 

about what inspired him to write 
the book, personal experiences 
and where to now.  This visit was 
enjoyed by all who attended and 
we do recommend this as a 
great read for those interested in 
climbing challenges.   

DISCO 

The School Council end of term 
Disco is on tomorrow night, from 
7pm till 9pm, in the school hall.  It 
is by invitation and only available 
for Tahuna students.  We are 
aware of rising costs for parents, 
and for this Disco, have halved 
the cost to $2 per pupil.  We do 
ask that parents please collect 
their child from the appropriate 
exit, promptly at 9pm.  Thank 
you. 

ROAD SENSE 

Kim Blackwood, from 
Roadsense, has worked with 
staff regarding transport issues 
related to Tahuna.  From here 
recommendations have been 
made and we are now looking at 
what would be applicable for our 
situation, before any further 
consultation and implementation.  
Our Police Education Officer, 
Jeanette Parcelle will also be 
involved in this process.  School 
Councillors will also join this 
working party in relation to cycle 
issues.    

Multicultural Update 

The annual “Poly Fest” was held 
at the Edgar Stadium over two 
days last week.  Tahuna 
performed on the Thursday and 
were delighted with the 
outstanding performances from 
our children, both on and off the 
stage. 
 
Special thanks to Mr Hokianga 
for his tremendous efforts with 

the groups.  Mrs Lale has 
worked with the Samoan group 
over two terms, instilling a basic 
love and understanding of 
Samoan language, through song 
and dance.  We did appreciate 
Mr Lale  also stepping in to 
accompany the group for the 
drumming.  Mrs Keni Moeroa, 
with  daughters Selina and 
Christiana, have worked hard 
this term to tutor the girls in Cook 
Island dance, which has also 
been really enjoyed by all 
involved.  Ms Geraldine Doig 
came through with an impressive 
taiaha display, adding another 
dimension to our item, and 
thrilling everyone.  We have 
been very fortunate to have had 
the assistance of our wonderful 
tutors, who really have been 
inspirational to our children and 
we are most grateful for all their 
efforts.   
Could I also add a HUGE thanks 
to Mrs Toa for her amazing 
organisational skills. 
 
Thank you also to the pupils who 
have put in long hours of practice 
and the parents who have also 
had to support with ongoing 
transport arrangements.  To the 
parents who assisted at the 
Edgar on the day, a big thank 
you too. 
 
There is a representation of our 
group performing at the Regent 
tonight, in the Peninsula Schools’ 
Music Festival, and at the Red 
Cross Fundraiser, on the last 
Sunday of the holidays. 
Thank you Mrs Toa. 

Y.I P. Awards  

The following children have been 
awarded their gold and silver 
cards at recent assemblies for 
good attitude and good effort. 
 



Tahuna Normal Intermediate School - Volume 12 -   N umber 15 –  Sept   2008 

Phone:  [03] 455-3994   Fax: [03] 455-6690 
http://www.tahuna.school.nz            e-mail:  tah una@tahuna.school.nz 

Gold  
Jake Paddon 
True Wilson 
Cameron Burrows 
 
Silver  
Eileen Zhu  
Jordan Mc Ewan 
Savannah Corbett 
Luke Bishop 
Katy Sapwell 
Riki Ashwell 
Vyenna Pearcy 
Liam Dell 

2008 Australain Westpac 
Mathematics Examination 

Results  

Many of our able 
mathematicians sat this 
examination and we were really 
thrilled with the exceptional 
results. 
The Year 7 average of 47.1 was  
higher than that of the NZ  Yr 7 
average of 45. 
The Year 8 ‘s were on  49 which  
also bettered the Yr 8 NZ 
average of 38. 
When I looked at the areas of 
strength for the Year 7’s, the 
rankings were: 
 

1st  Number 
2nd Measurement , chance 
and data 
3rd  Working mathematically. 
 

Year 8 Areas of strength were : 
 

1st Arithmetic – basic 
manipulation 
2nd Arithmetic – routine 
problems 
3rd Geometry – basic 
manipulation 
 

We thank all the children for 
sitting this paper and 
congratulate the following award 
winners. 
 

Year 7 

Distinction  
Sandra Pang 
Kelsey Howells 
Erica Savell 
 
Credit  
Connor McIntyre 
Jessica McLeod 
Katy Sapwell 
Nathan Firman 
Andrew Underwood 
Henry Arnold 
Leander Stahler 
James Richardson 
Shyamni Chokshi 
Cameron Shearer 
Shanna Verhoef 
Blair MacKenzie 
Heagi Kim 
Liam Spronken 
Nick Sue  
 
Year 8  

Distinction 

Robbie Gwynne –Jones 
Bryce Grellet 
Emily Gordon 
Ewan Baker 
Hee Joo Ryu 
Simon Williams 
Henry Stewart 
Alyssa Heller 
Josh Walker 
Bethany Vickers 
Fergus O’Leary 
 
Credit 

Ryan Hurring 
Jordan McEwan 
Henry Alexander 
Ben Seaton 
Rhys Bayly 
Aaron Maharjan 
Holly Smaill 
Deina Susilo- Knox 
Michael Ryan 
Andrew Hopkins 
Gemma Still 
Greg Underwood 
Christopher Harbrow 

Sam Knowles 
Ethan Fisher 
Caitlin Knox 
Samantha Shannon 
Michael Craig 

Otago Intermediate Schools 
Cross Country 

These races were once again 
held on the Balmacewen circuit 
and this year on Friday 12th 
September. Conditions  
overhead were fine but the wet 
ground were a challenge to 
those not in running shoes or 
studded boots. 
Tahuna was runner -up for the 
Intermediate Cup and were 
pleased with the way the children 
trained and how they raced on 
the day. It was great to see 48 of 
our best runners fronting up on 
this occasion. 
Thanks to all the runners who 
ran and to staff who assisted. 
Congratulations to the following 
who were placed highly in their 
division. 
 
Year 8 Girls 
 
Sian English            2nd 
Jess Todd               3rd 
Danielle Golderman  7th 

 
Year 8 Boys 
 
Rhys Bayly              2nd 

Felix Lucas              5th  
Jamie Mowat            8th 
Felix Page               9th 
Luke Bishop            10th 
 
Year 7 Boys 
 
Josh Finnie               8th 
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Classics at the University of 
Otago 

Three teams of four attended the 
Classics Challenge down at the 
University last Wednesday night. 
There were 8 teams in the 
Intermediate Section and three in 
the year 9+10 section from the 
High schools. 
Fifty difficult questions were 
asked on early Roman / Greek  
Gods , Goddesses, place 
names, tools / utensils, numbers, 
general definitions, translating 
Greek to English and pick the 
odd one out. 
All children enjoyed the night and 
we were pleased with our third 
placing after out top team had 
scored 31 points. 
Congratulations to this team of - 
James Richardson 
Greg Underwood 
Bryce Grellet 
Leander Stahler 
 
Others who competed were –  
Liam Spronken 
Jade Crane 
Tom Kent Peterson 
Catherine Greig 
Shayde Bain 
Warren Van Staden 
Liam Dell 
Shayna Dodds 

Congratulations  

 Squash  

Well done to Sophie Askin for 
her win in the Logan Park  Junior 
A Grade Squash Tournament 
held over the 6th and 7th 
September. This special 
achievement has been 
recognised by Otago Squash as 
she has now been named as a 
member of the Otago U15 
Squash Team to play Southland 
soon. 

NZ Futsal Team  

It was also great to hear that 
Luke Bishop has been selected 
to play for New Zealand in the 
Under-14 Boys Futsal Team at 
the 2009 National Club 
Championships in Sydney. 
 These are held in January next 
year.  

Otago Road Race  

Congratulations to two of our 
year seven girls who recently ran 
the 2km road circuit for the 
Otago Championships. They ran 
in the U12 division and Melissa 
Halley was placed 2nd with 
Rachel Horn in 3rd place. 

2000 Race Walk  

True Wilson finished 2nd in the 
2000m Race walk at the Otago 
Championships on 20th 
September.  Well done True. 

MY BAD BOX! 

My Bad Box is made out of 
recycled rubbish, 
Because bad things don’t 
deserve any better. 
Pointed barbed wire loops 
around it making it untouchable. 
Locked by a padlock and 
unlocked with a key that doesn’t 
exist, 
There is no chance of ever 
opening it. 
 
Inside my Bad Box I would put, 
 
All the evil thoughts that fill our 
heads with hate, 
And every weapon that causes 
pain, 
 
I would put in all the illnesses 
and diseases that take peoples 
lives before their time, 

And the cigarettes that people 
use without knowing they are 
harming themselves. 
 
I would put in flowers that don’t 
grow and winters that don’t 
snow, 
I would put in pathetic excuses, 
hay fever, and stepping in dog 
poo. 
 
I would put in green house gases 
and pollutions that are destroying 
our environment.  
 
I would put away lies, 
So we can embrace the truth. 
 
I would then throw my box into a 
pool of toxic waste and watch it 
disintegrate into to nothing but a 
bad memory. 
 
And with all of these bad things 
done away with, 
I can only hope that the world 
would be a better place. 
By Sam Shannon. 

ANDERSON'S BAY SCHOOL 
150th REUNION 

Are you an ex-pupil of 
Anderson's Bay School? 
Will you be in town during 
Labour weekend? 
Would you like to be part of a 
singing group at the Reunion 
service at Andersons Bay 
Presbyterian church on Sunday 
October 26th at 10.30am? 
Please come along to 
Anderson's Bay Presbyterian 
church on 27th September, 
18th October and 25th October 
2008 at 5pm for practices. If 
you would like more information 
please contact the minister, 
Rev Alofa Lale on 4542995 or 
email opp.gbup@xtra.co.nz 
 
NZ Marine Studies Centre & 
Aquarium  
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MODEL BOAT COMPETITION  
 
Half price entry  to the Aquarium 
at Portobello for everyone who 
brings along a model boat for our 
competition on Friday 3rd October 
2008.  Judging will take place 
between 2 & 3pm.  YOU could be 
the lucky person who wins a trip 
on a research boat! 
Regulations 
1.  The boat must have been 
MADE BY YOU 
2.  It must FLOAT (if only briefly!) 
3.  MAXIMUM SIZE is 20cm in 
length 
 
Section Prizes  
There will be small prizes for: 
  ~ Most original boat 
  ~ Best paper boat 
  ~ Fastest boat 
  ~ Best kit-set boat 
  ~ Prettiest boat 
  ~ Best boat from recycled 
materials 
 
Best in Competition Prize 
The model boat judged to be 
overall best will earn its creator the 
prize of a 
COLLECTION/SAMPLING TRIP 
ON A RESEARCH BOAT!  On a 
mutually-convenient date you will 
join  
Aquarium staff and Researchers 
and head out into the harbour to 
gather data and collect 
specimens. 
How to Enter 
Be at the Aquarium at Portobello 
with your model boat by 1.30pm 
on Friday 3rd October 2008.  The 
normal Aquarium entry fee is 
Adults $12, Children $6, Family 
$24, but if you have a model boat 
with you, the entry fee is HALF 
PRICE. 

Fun Holiday Mathematics 

Take this opportunity to boost 
your child’s confidence and 
mathematics skills. Monday 6th 
-Fri 10th October. Each day 
children attend from 3.30pm - 

5.30pm. Ten hours of intensive 
tuition on individualized 
programmes for $400. Phone 
474 1104 to book a place. 

NumberWorks 

90 Crawford Street, Dunedin 

Grants Braes Pippins, 
GirlGuiding NZ 

I need more girls between 
5years and 7years 
 
I have Pippins on Tuesday's at 
3.45pm to 4.45pm. 
At the Scout & Guide Hall on the 
Cnr on Scott Street and Larnach 
Rd  
I do different crafts and they 
learn to share. Have fun as a 
group. 
Different programmes for each 
term. Not hard but there is a 
challenge for them. 
They talk to each other and help 
each other . So nice to see them 
work together. 
Very caring group of girls. Nice to 
work with. 
I have been a Pippin leader for 
two years. I have also helped at 
Brownies.  
I have Kirsty and Jodie at Grants 
Braes and Amy at Tahuna.  
Next Term starting on the 14th 
October. 
Can you ring me or contact, if 
you have any enquiries Please. 
Danette Little 4545110 home 
4550527 work, Cell 021 217 
4232, e-mail little@xnet.co.nz 
 

Weekly Highlights for Term 3 

Wk1- Trev ,Crystal and OBHS + 
OGHS Road Show performing at 
         Assembly. Ski Trip to 
Queens town. 
Wk2 -  NSW Mathematics 
Competition + Keep Dunedin 
Beautiful  

           Production. 
Wk3 -  Mathletics +Jump Jam 
Workshops + Remuera  Grp 
arrive. 
Wk4 -  Open mornings and 
Open Night + NSW English 
Examination 
Wk5 – KOS and Kia Kaha 
sessions for the children. 
Wk6 – NSW Computer 
Examination + the “Strike 
Performance” 
Wk7 – BHS Peninsula Art 
Exhibition commences 
Wk8 – Otago Schools Cross 
Country. 
Wk9 – Multicultural Festival. 
Wk10- School Disco + Year 8 
Olympic Day. 

Diary Dates 
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Thursday 25th  7.00 – 9.00pm  
DISCO – By invitation. 
Friday 26th September – Last 
day of Term 3. 
Monday 13th October  -  Term 4 
commences. 
Tuesday 14th October – School 
Athletic Sports. 
Wednesday 22nd October – Rm 
11 Kayaking for the day.  
Wednesday 22nd October – 
Social Studies Quiz at 
Macandrew Int Hall 
Monday 27th October – 
LABOUR DAY  - School closed. 
Wednesday 5th November – 
Sth Zone Athletics Sports. 
Monday 17th November  - 21st 
November Marae Week for 
Year 7 children. 
Tuesday 18th November – 
Otago Athletic Championships. 

Wednesday 7.00 – 9.00pm  10th 
December – School 
Performance at the University of 
Otago College of Education 
Auditorium 

 


