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Welcome 

Our Year 7 students are fully 
involved in their Marae week 
activities.  It is great to see the 
way they are working together, 
are listening to helpers, and are 
thinking about what they are 
involved in.  My thanks to staff 
for all the organisation to have 
such an amazing experience 
for our learners.  Year 8 
students are rising to the 
challenge of being leaders, with 
many helping with various 
activities throughout the week.  
Well done. 
 
The work our Year 8 students 
have covered in the Life 
Education Bus programme 
covers important issues, and 
hopefully all students will be 
able to reflect and be in a better 
position to make good 
decisions throughout their lives. 
 
Good luck to all our athletes at 
the Otago Championships 
tomorrow.  A large number of 
student will be up against the 
best from schools all around 
Otago.  Enjoy the fierce 
competition. 
 
The Board of Trustees has 
completed the process of 
appointing a new Principal for 
Tahuna to start in 2009.  Tony 
Hunter, at present the Principal 
of Wakari School, and with 
sound experience and 
knowledge of teaching the Year 
7 & 8 age level, has been 
selected as the new Principal.  

He is thrilled and excited about 
working at Tahuna.  Well done 
Board of Trustees. 
 
Brent Ward 
Principal. 

School Banking Change 

Tahuna Normal Intermediate is 
in the process of changing our 
banking relationship to the 
National Bank.  As part of the 
change process we will be 
sending out replacement 
automatic payment authorities 
with the new account number 
details for parents to complete 
and return.   
For parents who make 
payments by internet banking 
to the school can you please 
change the payee account 
details to 06-0901-0368945-00 

Life Education. 

Recently, the Form 2 classes 
have been going to the life 
education bus with Jackie to 
learn about drugs and alcohol. 
We have watched three 
documentaries about people, 
who have had life with drugs and 
teenagers who drink alcohol. 
Some of the people in these 
documentaries were as young as 
14 and were starting drugs, 
drinking lots of alcohol and 
leaving important things like 
school and family. We were 
taught about the effects drugs 
have on our body and what it 
does to  your intelligence, 
emotion, memory, concentration, 
reason and judgement. Jackie 
taught us about the web of 

addiction and if you ever take 
drugs she talked about how hard 
it can be to get out. After learning 
about this many of us are sure 
we will never ever get caught in 
the web. 
 
By Jessica Todd 

Waterpolo Tournament 

Over the weekend our Tahuna  
team performed really 
well making it to the semi finals  
where we really pushed the 
eventual tournament winners 
Balmacewan.  We then had a 
tight tussle with the defending 
champions Chisnallwood in the 
bronze medal match where we 
played well but had to accept a 
loss.   In all we had eight games 
and improved tremendously over 
that time.  Despite losing players 
in some key games due to 
conflicting sporting 
commitments, everyone in the 
team pulled together and gave 
100%.  I heard many positive 
comments over the weekend 
about the team and I was very 
proud of their commitment and 
behaviour during a very tiring 
three days. 
 

 
Special mention should go to 
Ryan Thom our valiant goal 
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keeper who played on despite 
badly spraining his thumb while 
stopping a goal yesterday.  We 
were also thrilled that Holly 
Smaill picked up a trophy for 
Most Promising Player at the 
tournament.   
  
Meanwhile, both the school 
teams have finished in the top 
three in their pool during round 
robin play in the local competition 
and will now enter the play off 
stage over the next three weeks. 
A huge thanks goes to Natalie 
Thow and Charlotte O’Leary for 
the time they have given to 
Tahuna Water polo 

School Donations and 
Technology Fees 

A special plea to those who 
have not as yet paid the 
Technology Fee or a donation 
for this year to please do so 
now.  Reminder notices have 
been sent out and it is hoped 
that all remaining fees are paid 
in the next few weeks. 
Thank you for this. 
 

Invited to Graduation 

The Tahuna Multi Cultural 
group has been invited to send 
a group to the University of 
Otago Graduation Ceremony 
on Saturday November 29th.  
This is a great honour and a 
time when these students will 
be tremendous ambassadors 
for Tahuna.  More details of the 
occasion will be sent home with 
the selected group shortly. 

ICT day at Tahuna  

Back on the 29th November it 
was a pleasure and a treat to 
watch some of our children 
acting as tutors and ICT 
assistants. They were helping 

children from other cluster 
schools to learn about  and 
experiment with new 
programmes. 
Our children did us proud and it 
was amazing to watch them 
interact with these younger 
children as they worked on 
laptops, with cameras and other 
pieces of ICT equipment. 
A BIG thanks goes out to :- 
Daniel Peace 
Callum Van Turnhout 
Regan Lord 
Chris Harbrow 
Robert Polak 
Kinton Richards 
Mason Osborne 
Indy Griffiths 
Noah Davies 
Simon Williams 
Fergus O’Leary 
Hamish Grant 
Reuben Anderson 
Vyenna Pearcy 
Patrick Williams 
Jordan McEwan 
Cam Burrows 
 

SPEECH NEW ZEALAND 
GRADE RESULTS 

SPEECH AND DRAMA 
GRADE 1 
 
Rebecca Davies       Merit 
 
GRADE 2  
     
Josephine Devereux  Honours 
Lydia Dickson    Honours 
Mitchell Fulton    Honours 
Saskia Rushton Green Honours 
Emma Rodgers Bromley Merit 
plus 
     
GRADE 3 
 
Claudia McCarthy Honours 
Gina Wilson   Merit 
 

Congratulations on these very 
good results. 
For enrolments for 2008 please 
contact the school office 

Y.I P. Awards  

The following children have been 
awarded their gold and silver 
cards at recent assemblies for 
good attitude and good effort. 
 
Gold Bar  
Chris Harbrow 
 
Gold  
Bethany Vickers 
Rachel Guthrie 
Daniel Peace 
Claudia McCarthy 
Michael Ryan 
Michael Mc Intosh 
Kinton Richards 
Natalie Grattan 
Bobbi Tracey 
 
Silver  
Greg Underwood 
Luke Bishop 
Eilish Brydie 
Laura Wichman 
Emily Gordon 
Sidney Fidow 
Regan Lord 
Casey Arnold 
Kieran Cromar 
Craig Madigan 
Maura Turner 
Kelsie King 
Kieran Duncan 
Joshuah Clark 

Farewell Occasion 

Sadly, after eleven years, our 
Principal, Mr Brent Ward is 
leaving the school and education 
system at the end of 2008, after 
a long and successful career in 
education at various schools. 
We would like to invite 
colleagues, ex- staff members, 
ex-parents, pupils and friends to 
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come along to the school on 
Friday November 28th 2008, from 
6.30pm to help celebrate Brent’s 
contributions and give him a 
farewell fitting for his service to 
education. 
Drinks and nibbles will be 
served. 
Please RSVP to the Tahuna 
School Office by Monday 24th 
November2008. 

Music in Action. 

 
If you have been into school 
recently, you will have seen 
and heard music coming from 
all corners of the buildings.  
Year 8 students are working 
hard in their groups, refining 
their items for presentations 
coming up soon.  They are 
using what they have learned in 
the Marimba and stomp units, 
and are using their 
collaboration skills well.   
 

 

Dental Cards 

Just a little reminder to those 
Year 8 parents who are still to 
return their child’s “Dental 
Transfer Card” for FREE Dental 
care. 

Please do this as soon as 
possible – Many Thanks.  

2009 Enrolments 

With a busy five weeks planned 
on the timetable, could I ask that 
if you have an enrolment form to 
hand in, could that be done as 
soon as possible .This will allow 
me time  to do the follow up work 
before commencing to shape 
classes. 
Parents needing to look about 
the school or have matters to 
discuss, are welcome to 
contact Keith Hutton on 03 
4553994. 

Congratulations 

Sailing  
Last Sunday, Freya Griffith 
(Room 5) competed in the P 
class sailing trials to select the 
Otago/Southland representative 
to compete in the Tanner Cup in 
January next year. Freya sailed 
really well and finished second 
by just two points after 6 races. 
She won three of the last races 
and was leading the fourth race 
until just before the finish. She 
will still be competing for Otago 
at the P class Nationals and is 
currently the reserve for the 
Tanner Cup. Well done Freya. 
 South Island Cricket 
Tournament  

The following Tahuna students 
have made the Dunedin Metro 
Year 8 side for the South Island 
Primary School cricket 
tournament at Rangiora:  

Rhys Bayly (Vice Captain)  

Felix Page 

Cameron Burrow 

Josh Finnie 

Josh Edwards 

The Distant Future 

The distant future, year 3008, 
Where nobody must ever be 
late, 
We can not relax, 
Or jobs will get the axe, 
Where we take holidays on 
Mars, 
And where there are no cars, 
Because we teleport far, 
The distant future where Earth is 
destroyed by war, 
And where fossil fuels are 
protected by law, 
Where we sleep underground, 
Because of the rubbish mounds, 
Where the water must be boiled 
and cleaned before we drink, 
Where we can only dream of 
playing sports and ice skating 
rinks, 
The dreams of Paradise are long 
gone, 
The way we treated Nature was 
so wrong, 
So respect the Earth mate, 
Or the World could end up like 
this in 3008. 
 
Greg Underwood. 

The Strawberry 

The sweet little thing was born 
from a seed, 
And nurtured to grow big and 
juicy, 
It was helped along life’s short 
path, 
By the hands of a girl named 
Lucy, 
 
Oh how could it have known, 
 It was destined to be, 
 A tasty treat for you and me,  
It was picked from its home, 
All that it had known, 
And it said goodbye to the 
garden gnome, 
 
It was bundled in a truck with its 
brothers, 
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And all the others, 
to travel to strawberry heaven, 
 
It was inspected by a man, 
Who had a nice tan, 
And packaged in a tight 
container, 
 
I suddenly blacked out, 
Until it was about, 
5 o’clock in the morning, 
 
When it was placed, 
In a cool space, 
Its destiny looming nearer, 
 
The strawberry watched, 
As people past, 
Until hallelujah at last, 
 
A little old lady, 
Stuffed them in her bag, 
Along with her woman’s weekly 
mag. 
 
The little strawberry, 
Lay in its spot, 
Until it was taken by Mary, 
 
It had felt its career was stifled, 
Until it was cut, 
And placed decoratively on a 
trifle.      
By Katy Sapwell. 

Research 

Children and Teenagers with an 
Overweight Problem. 
We invite you to take part in a 
University of Otago research 
study. 
This study is looking at the way 
overweight children breathe when 
they are sleeping, and how this 
affects their daily activities.  We 
are looking for children who: 

·  Are 10 – 18 years of age 
·  Are overweight 
·  Are willing to stay 

overnight in our sleep lab 
 
If you and your child / teen are 
interested or you would like further 

information, please contact our 
Research Assistant, Carmen Lobb 
Ph 474 0999 ext 8551 

Christian Youth Camps 

CYC Waihola Summer Camps 
2009  -  Information is available 
at the school office about these 
camps in January. 
Boys camp Yr 5 – 8,  5-9 Jan 
Girls camp Yr 5-8,  12-16 Jan 
Boys Mountain Bike Camp Yr 8 
– 13,  13 – 23 Jan 
 
www.cycwaihola.org.nz 
kidscamps@cycwaihola.org.nz 

McKenzie Trust 

A reminder that applications to 
the McKenzie Trust close on 28 
November.  Applications for 
students attending Bayfield 
next year to Ewen Cameron at 
Bayfield High School. 

Teen Resilience 

You may be interested to hear 
international expert on teen 
resilience, Dr Michael Ungar, talk 
at Dunedin City Library:  
Are you bubble-wrapping your 
teen?  
Find out from Dr Michael Ungar, 
international teen resilience expert 
and author of  
TOO SAFE FOR THEIR OWN 
GOOD:  
6.00pm Thursday 27 November  
Dunningham Suite, 4th Floor  
Dunedin City Library  
FREE ADMISSION 

���������	
��	
���
���
�������

Wk1- School Athletic Sports + 
Visit from the Indian Cultural 
Group. 
Wk2- Class Kayaking + Social 
Studies Challenge. 
Wk3- ICT Days and Blind Appeal 
Wk4- Norm Hewitts Talk + Sth 
Zone Sports +Life Ed Bus 

Wk5- Kayaking and Life 
Education Lessons. 
Wk6- Marae Week activities. 

Diary Dates 

Monday 17th November – Life 
Education sessions continue 
for Yr 8 classes 
Monday 17th November  - 21st 
November Marae Week for 
Year 7 children. 
Wednesday 19th November, 
9.00 – 2.00 R14 Kayaking. 
Thursday 20th November – 
Otago Athletic Championships. 
Friday 21st November, 9.00 – 
2.00 R13 Kayaking  + Marae 
Week Assembly. 
Tuesday 25th – Rms 5+6 on 
Recycling Trip 
Wednesday 26th November, 
9.00 – 12.30 R16 Kayaking. 
Thursday 27th –  students 
attending BHS or Kings  in 
2009 to attend their  school for 
the day. Girls attending OGHS 
in 2009 are visiting their school 
9.00 – 12.30. 
Thursday 27th November – Two 
Tahuna Team of nine each 
competing at BP Challenge. 
Friday 28th – Public Occasion to 
Farewell Brent . RSVP if you 
intend to come . 
Monday 1st December- 
Melbourne school Orchestra 
and Big Band to perform for us. 
Tuesday 2nd – Rms 14+15 +16 
on Recycling Trip 
Thursday 4th – Rms 14+15+16 
on Recycling Trip 
Wednesday 10th December 
7.00 – 9.00pm  – School 
Performance at the University 
of Otago College of Education 
Auditorium. 
Friday 19th December – School 
Finishes for the year. 
 


