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Welcome 

This month we have our open 
mornings for Contributing 
School visits, and our Open 
Night on Tuesday August 
12th .  This is a busy time of 
year, but an exciting and 
important time for Year 6 
students as they visit and 
keenly get their enrolment 
forms in. 
 
The Ministry of Education have 
required us to continue to have 
an enrolment scheme, so we 
ask that out-of-zone 
enrolments please be 
forwarded to the school 
office by Wednesday 
August 20th. 
 
We are sure that with the extra 
classrooms now on site, we will 
be able to take all enrolments 
in 2009. 
 
It has been a long wait for the 
balcony projects to be 
completed, but it won’t be long 
now until we can use these new 
facilities as part of our 
classroom programme.  The 
new Library & Information 
Centre is taking shape quickly.  
This will again add to our great 
facilities for our students.   
Very exciting. 
 
Brent Ward 
Principal. 

Teacher Only Day 

On Friday August 15th, Tahuna 
will be closed for teachers to 
attend an address and 
workshops from a highly 
recommended International 
speaker, Graham Watts.  
Graham has been brought to 
Dunedin for 2 days presenting 
papers on Personalising 
Learning, Effective Pedagogies, 
and Thinking: a key 
competency.   
This day is provided by the 
Ministry of Education with the 
new Curriculum Document.  
Many of our Contributing 
Schools will also have a 
teacher only day on this Friday, 
while others are sending as 
many staff as they are able. 
 

SANDY McKAY 

We did enjoy Sandy McKay’s 
visit to our library at the end of 
last term, to talk about her latest 
book EUREKA.  Some of those 
attending had read the book and 
it was very special to hear the 
inspiration behind her work, how 
much influence she has in cover 
designs, payments an author 
receives per book (10%) how 
Garth’s name came to be in the 
book, as well as other interesting 
snippets and inspirations from 
her work.   
For those who attended, it was a 
special insight into the life of an 
accomplished NZ writer, and it 
was noted all of Sandy’s books 
that Mrs Burrows had so  
 

 
carefully displayed, were all 
issued immediately after her talk.  
 
(Fortunately we were able to get 
Eureka autographed!!)   
 
Eureka is recommended as an 
excellent read for students, 
teachers and parents having 
anything to do with the Science 
Fair coming up soon.  
 

Winter Tramp 

 
On Monday the 23rd of June 
Room’s 18 and 10 set off to 
tramp the pineapple track. 
Unfortunately there was no 
snow, but it was extremely 
misty and we came prepared 
for any types of weather!!   
Hats, gloves, jackets, and 
thermals, we were ready to 
take on anything!   
 
As we stumbled down the 
track the fog put a stop to the 
beautiful views. We tumbled 
down the slippery slope and 
were exposed to a roaring, 
flowing waterfall that we had 
to cross with a giant leap!  
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It was challenging exploring 
different and safe ways to 
scramble down the track; 
however it was lots of fun 
slipping and sliding all the 
way. Teachers and adults 
going over backwards, now 
that was funny to watch. Our 
destination was Woodhaugh 
Gardens and what a 
destination it was, out to bright 
blue sky and warmth, even 
though we were all exhausted 
we can proudly say, MISSION 
COMPLETE! 
 
Georgia Ryan and Kate 
Gardner. Room 18  

Keeping Ourselves Safe 

The Standing Up For Myself 
programme will be presented 
to Year 8 students, in their 
classes early this term.  This 
is a child abuse prevention 
programme, which has been 
developed in response to an 
increasing awareness 
amongst police and teachers, 
of the need to protect children 
from abuse. 
 
Standing Up For Myself builds 
on, and reinforces, skills and 
knowledge children have 
gained from Year 0 – 6 
Keeping Ourselves Safe 
programme. 
 

The purpose of the 
programme is to teach 
children a range of safe 
practices that they can use 
when interacting with other 
people.  It also encourages 
children who have been, or 
are being abused, to seek 
help.  Finally, it aims to 
contribute to an overall 
community prevention 
programme by making parents 
and teachers more aware of 
their responsibilities to help 
children avoid abuse. 
 
Constable Jeanette Parcell 
will visit each class to answer 
any questions that have arisen 
from the modules and 
reinforce the key ideas from a 
Police point of view. 
 
If any parents or caregivers 
have any queries regarding 
the programme, please 
contact Nic Gibson or Yvonne 
Toa (Health Coordinators ) 
through the school office to 
arrange a meeting. 

2008 Australasian Science 
Examination Results  

Around twenty children got 
themselves organised for this 
first examination and the results 
were pleasing. 
The Year 7 average of 28.0 was 
higher than that of the NZ  Yr 7 
average of 24.4 
The Year 8 ‘s on 25.9 also 
bettered the Yr 8 NZ average of 
25.2 
When I looked at the areas of 
strength for the Year7’s, the 
rankings were : 
 

1. Interpreting 
2. Investigating 
3. Predicting and 

concluding. 

 
 

Year 8 Areas of strength were in 
: 

1. Investigating 
2. Interpreting 
3. Reasoning and problem 

solving. 
 
 

We thank all the children for 
sitting this paper and 
congratulate the following award 
winners. 
Year 7 

Distinction 
Saskia Ruston – Green 
 
Credit 
Brennan Carne 
Shyamni Chokshi 
Sashika Hendry 
Georgia Lepine 
Shanna Verhoef 
 
Year 8  

Distinction 
Emily Gordon 
Greg Underwood 
 
Credit 

Anna Cross 
Bryce Grellet 

Intermediate Schools Music 
Festival  

This occasion was once again a 
huge hit with those who 
attended. All present contributed 
to an amazingly full sounding 
National Anthem to start the 
night and from then on in it was a 
beautifully balanced and 
enjoyable programme of items 
from the massed orchestra, 
massed choir, individual school 
items and the massed rock 
Band. 
There was variety in choice of 
songs sung and the hits from 
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Mum and Dads Era had bodies 
moving and toes taping. 
There were definitely no dull 
moments and the show 
concluded on a high just after 
9.00pm. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL DISCO 

The end of term Disco organised 
by the School Council appeared 
to be greatly enjoyed by those 
attending.  Holding it on a 
Wednesday did not affect 
numbers attending, and the 
Council is delighted to report a 
$864 profit.   
 
The sports bands and purchases 
for lunchtime activities from the 
last Disco proceeds, will no 
doubt inspire further suggestions 
at the next Council meeting.   
 
A huge thanks to staff and 
College teachers who assisted 
on the night, and to the parents 
who so promptly collected their 
children from the hall.  This was 
most appreciated. 

Canteen 

If your child needs to buy his / 
her lunch, remember the School 
Bun  is an excellent choice.  Very 
good value at $2.50. 
Macaroni Cheese and Spaghetti 
Bolognese are also back in stock 
at $2.40.  Warm and tasty. 
 

2008  International 
Competitions and 

Assessments for Schools                        
[ Australasian Exams ]  

 
Please indicate if you want your 
child to sit the Computer Studies 
on Wed 27th August 
We need name + class + $6.50 
to school by Monday 4th August. 

 
 Y.I P. Awards  

The following children have been 
awarded their gold and silver 
cards at recent assemblies for 
good attitude and good effort. 
Gold  
Sian English 
 
Silver  
Violet Kumar 
Aimee Thurlow 
Sophia Gamperle 
Callum Connor 
Anna Mulconroy 
Freya Griffith 
Logan Russell 
Tessa Lunam 
Jamie Mowat 
Claudia McCarthy 

Bella Hurley-Gregg 
Jake Paddan 
Gina Wilson 
Melissa King 
Connie Vlietstra 
Caitlin Knox 
 

Congratulations 

 Hockey  
Otago Hockey  Hatch Cup A  
Sam Sheard  
Sam Paris 
Ryan Kelly 
Hatch Cup B  
Patrick Williams  
Theo Darling 
Greg Underwood 
Nic Sue 
 
Collier Cup –Girls Hockey  
Emily Gordon 
Erin Milner 
Imone Mukhopadhyay 
Kelsey Howells 
 
Basket ball  
Otago U13 Girls A Team  
Bridget Henderson 
Georgia TeAu 
Miah  Small 

 
Otago B  
Rachelle McKillop 
Shana Verhoef 
Emily White 
Shanatel Mauri 
Claudia Flaws 
Kate Gardener 
 
I heard that at the end of Term 
2 the  two girls teams played in 
a tournament in Invercargill 
involving North Otago, South 
Otago, Southland and Central 
Otago. The Otago A team 
came out winners. 
 
Otago A Boys  
Ben Trainor 
Nigel Gaulstone 
Blair Mc Kenzie 
Lewis Mears 
 
Otago B Team  
Nic Sue 
Joseph Mc Auley 
 
Our boys had a similar 
tournament to the girls but 
theirs was held in Gore. Again 
the Otago A Team were the 
winners. Well done to all those 
who were involved. 

Letting us Know  

Children are asked to see Mr 
Hutton if they had had successes 
/ good news which should be 
celebrated through the 
newsletter.  
Parents can also let me know of 
news worthy items. 
keithhutton@tahuna.school.nz 
 

Child Safety Handbook 

St John has developed the Child 
Safety Handbook to help children 
and parents develop skills and 
strategies to ensure safety. 
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The book addresses issues of 
safety in the home, on the street, 
outdoors, at school, personal 
safety and drug awareness.   
 
This book, made possible by the 
support of local businesses, is 
free for Year 8 students.  I hope 
you find it useful in its aim of 
helping children to learn how to 
make their own environment safe 
and accident-free. 

Strike Percussion 

This brilliant production is visiting 
Tahuna on Monday August 25th.  
It is an enthusiastic, energetic 
and amazing show that 
introduces a range of modern 
percussion and draws on styles 
from around the world. 
We are very fortunate to have 
been able to negotiate a special 
price for the performance, $2.50 
per child.   

Pippins Girl Guiding 

More girls between 5 – 7 years 
welcomed. 
Pippins on Tuesdays at 3.45 – 
4.45pm.  At the Scout & Guide 
Hall on cnr Scott St & Larnach 
Rd.  Crafts, fun, skills. 
Enquiries to Danette Litle 454 
5110 (H), 455 0527 (W), cell  
021 217 4232.  Pamphlet at 
school office. 

Parenting Programmes 

Parenting Through 
Separation  
Next course starts Aug 7th, 2 
sessions held monthly.  Helps 
parents focus on the needs of 
their children during separation 
and make the best parenting 
arrangements. 
 
Conscious Parenting  
Next course starts Aug 13th.  A 
6 week course that strengthens 

relationships through 
communication, self-awareness 
and strategies for positive 
parents. 
 
Creative Parenting  
Making family life less stressful 
and more enjoyable. 
-services and supports 
- shopping and meal ideas 
- budgeting know how 
- family fun 
 
Enquiries to: 
Barnardos 
274 Stuart Street 
Ph 471 4330 
Otago.amu@barnardos.org,nz 
 

Reminders 

Just a reminder that black 
Skatie shoes or black athletic 
shoes are not part of the 
school uniform. 
 
Cell phones are also not 
needed at school. Important 
calls can be made on the 
school phone. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Reminder Invoices for 
Technology fees and 
donations have been sent out.  
Prompt payment would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Weekly Highlights so far 
Term 3 

Wk1- Trev , Crystal and OBHS + 
OGHS Road Show performing at 
         Assembly. Ski Trip to 
Queens town. 
 
Wk2 -  Year 7 swimming starts + 
Keep Dunedin Beautiful 
Production 
 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 29th July – 
Australasian Mathematics 
Exam. 
Wednesday 30th July 
Swimming for Rms 10.17.18.7 
+  OBHS Open morning [ note 
required for boys to attend ] 
Thursday 31st July – Australian 
Westpac Mathematics Exam. 
Friday 1st August, 2.00pm Keep 
Dunedin Beautiful Production. 
Monday 3 August, 4.00pm Yr 7  
+ 5.00pm Yr 8 – Mathletics at 
the Town Hall 
Sunday 10th August – Remuera 
visitors arrive. 
Monday 11th  and Tuesday 12th 
– Open sessions for interested 
Yr 6 children at the school. 

 

Tuesday 12 th August – 
Tahuna’s Open Night. 

 
Wednesday 13th August – 
Australasian English 
Examination 
Friday 15th August – Teacher 
Only day  - SCHOOL CLOSED 
Wednesday 20th August  -  last 
day for out-of-zone enrolments 
for 2009 to be received. 
 
It is hoped that we will be able 
to accept all out of zone 
enrolments for 2009, but please 
ensure they are in by this cut 
off date. 
 
A reminder that newsletters are 
also placed on the school web 
site, and can be emailed to 
you.  Email to 
tahuna@tahuna.school.nz to 
be added to the newsletter 
email list. 
That helps ensure that you do 
receive your newsletter. 


