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Welcome 

Thank you for all the 
marvellous support for 
teachers, students and 
programmes over the year.  
This is continuing with 
kayaking and other class 
activities at present, and it is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Thank you morning tea 

There will be a morning tea on 
Monday December 10th at 
10.25 for all parents and 
friends who have helped with 
camps, swimming, sports and 
all activities.  This is a small 
thank you for your valued 
efforts.  I hope you can join 
us. 
 
Thank you for continuing to 
set high standards with 
uniforms.  Your assistance 
here helps keep your child 
working positively right 
through to the last day.  Some 
students start to misplace the 
odd item of uniform, especially 
shoes at this time of the year, 
and want to be able to attend 
in other non-uniform choices.  
This is not appropriate and 
often aligns with a drop in 
attitudes and behaviours. 
 
I hope to be able to meet 
many of you over the last few 
weeks of the year, at next 
weeks concert, and at the 
awards afternoon.  It has been 
a real joy to be Principal of 

such a great school.  It is a 
special, high performing 
school in every way.  As many 
students comment long after 
leaving Tahuna, “…they were 
special years, and the best of 
my school life.”   
There are highlights for 
students every year at every 
school, and we as a staff team 
have worked hard to ensure 
that the learning has been as 
interesting, as relevant, and 
as important for their future 
learning and life as possible. 
Tahuna students, teachers, 
parents and Board are very 
special, and together make 
this a place to be very proud 
of. 
Thank you and all the very 
best in health and all 
endeavours. 
 
Brent Ward 
 
Principal. 

Heart Foundation Poster 
Competition 

 

 
 

Hee Joo Ryu holds her winning 
poster for the Heart Foundation 
Competition 

Our children created some 
wonderful efforts for the 
Foundation and we were 
delighted with the results. 

1st – Hee Joo Ryu 

2nd – Lydia Bernard 

3rd – Georgia Henderson 

HC – Kate Sparrow 

HC – Tessa Lunam 

HC - Savannah Corbett 

Well done everyone.  We are 
very proud of your efforts. 

Library Books 

All Library books should be 
returned to the Library now.  
The annual stocktake is in full 
flight.  Please look under beds, 
on shelves, everywhere for 
Tahuna Library books.  We will 
happily accept all returns, no 
questions asked! 

B.P Challenge 

�
The B.P Challenge is an 
interschool technology challenge.  
This year 20 Year 7, 8 students, 
Mr Arnold, Mr Boyes, Mr Cowan 
and Mrs Sayer gave up their 
lunchtimes for B.P challenge 
practices preparing for the big 
event on Thursday the 27th.  
 During those practices we built 
paper water towers, balloon 
powered karts and paper towers 
trying to get the highest score.  
Then at the real challenge we 
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were all prepared for our big 
event.  
 First we had to build a balloon 
powered kart using a piece of 
card, 1 metre of tape, Velcro pad 
2 straws, 2 skewers and 4 
wheels.  The second event was 
a paper windmill that had to be 
over 1m tall.  We got 1 ODT, 1m 
of tape, an empty cotton reel and 
a wooden stick.   
Down to the final results: The 
challenge included up to Year10 
secondary school students so we 
were thrilled when Tahuna was 
named the winning school!   
Tahuna won an environmental 
Lego set and some certificates.  
Congratulations to all those 
children involved it was  a great 
result. 
 
By Henry Stewart. 
 
CYCLE SAFETY 
 
Over the next three weeks Year 
7 pupils will be working with 
Constable Parcell to learn about 
cycle safety.  Last Wednesday 
and Thursday each class had 
the first of three practical 
sessions, this was an oportunity 
for children to bring their bikes 
along and have them checked 
out by Shane Melrose from Sport 
Otago.  This was great as most 
of the things wrong with the bikes 
were adjusted or repaired on the 
spot, a big saving in both time 
and money for parents. 
 
This week our practical session 
is about cycling skills and will 
involve the children taking part in 
a range of activities at school to 
test their cycling abilities.  The 
final session will be a road safety 
and awareness session which 
will see the students riding on the 
road while Constable Parcell 
observes them and gives them 

feedback on their road skills. 
 
This is a vitally important unit of 
work as so many of our students 
bike to and from school, and with 
increasing traffic on the roads it 
is really important that they know 
the road rules, are confident 
when riding their bikes, and their 
bikes and helmets are safe and 
road worthy. 

Marae Week 
 
Last week all Year 7 students 
took part in Marae Week.  This 
was a great time for everyone 
and provided lots of challenges 
and new experiences.  The 
students took part in activities 
such as flax weaving and 
learning about the protocols of  
using Harakeke, created their 
own tukutuku panels, the boys 
learned and performed a haka 
while the girls made poi and 
learned how to use them.   
 
The week started with a 
welcoming ceremony (Powhiri), 
each class also joined with 
another class to have their own 
Powhiri followed by a shared 
lunch, this allow the children to 
use the knowledge they had 
about going onto a Marae. Every 
child also wrote, learned and 
presented their own Mihi to their 
classmates. The usual 
technology classes were put on 
hold and students attended all 
technology options during the 
week to do a range of creative 
activities such as art, cooking - 
making kumera fritters, designing 
and creating Maori weapons and 
jewellery.  Each class also visited 
the Otago Museum and found 
out about early Maori in the 
South Island and how they lived, 
we also got the chance to have a 
hands-on look at some very old 
Maori artifacts. 

 
The week went by very quickly 
and before we knew it Friday had 
arrived.  The male teachers 
spent Thursday night at school 
so they could put down the 
hangi.  At lunchtime we all 
feasted on lamb chops, 
potatoes, kumera, cabbage, 
pumpkin and stuffing - it was 
delicious.  After our hangi the 
Year 7s put on a special Marae 
Week assembly for the school to 
share everything we had been 
doing. 
 
We all really had a great week. 
 

 

GRADUATION 
PERFORMANCE 

 
On Saturday, a representation 
from our Kapa Haka group, 
performed at the University of 
Otago College of Education 
Graduation Ceremony, in the 
Town Hall.  The group looked 
smart in their school uniform, 
and gave a very polished 
performance to a packed 
audience.  The haka was given a 
rousing round of applause at the 
end.  Well done and thank you to 
the performers, Mrs Toa,  Mr 
Hokianga, Ms Gibson and 
parents who supported. 
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South Zone Athletic 2008  

 Owing to adverse weather 
conditions we did not run sprint 
or hurdle finals so the following 
children qualified for the Otago 
Primary Schools’ Athletics 
Championships  held at the 
Caledonian Ground on Tuesday 
November 18th.  These children 
qualified for the South Zone 
Finals, or were in the first 6 in 
their field events and were over 
the standard.  As you can see 
their training paid off and we 
were thrilled with the great 
numbers who went through. 
 
Girls :  
 
Under 12  
75m Sprint  T Lome TNP,  M 
Small TNR,  K Howells TNG,  T 
Clearwater TNB 
 
Relay  1. TNY,  TNB,  TNR,  
TNG. 
 
Hurdles   T Clarewater TNB,   J 
Guthrie TNR,   E Lyon TNY,  
 S Kruger TNR, V Liu TNG 
 
High Jump   1. Mickayla 
Drinkwater TNG 
 
Discus   1. Miah Small TNI. 
 
Shot Put   1. Miah Small TNI. 
 
Under 13  
75m Sprint   A Weegenaar 
TNR,  C Whittaker TNR,  D 
Galderman TNR,  S Tapsell 
TNB,  A Buxton TNB,  A Cross 
TNY 
 
Relay   TNW, TNR,  TNR,. TNG,  
TNP, TNY 
 
Hurdles   C Whittaker TNR, A 
Cross TNY,  A Clarke-Grant 

TNB,  A Weegenaar TNR,  T 
Lunan TNP 
 
Long Jump  1. Aleisha 
Weegenaar TNR, 3. Chelsea 
Whitaker TNY, 4. Georgia Hume 
TNR, 5. Rachelle Mercer TNG,  
 
12 and Over  
High Jump  1. Georgia 
Henderson TNY 
 
Shot Put   1. Chelsea Whittaker 
TNI, 2. Jess Schneiders TNI, 3. 
Logann Russell TNI, 4. 
Savannah Corbett TNI, 5. Deina 
Susilo Knox TNI. 
 
Discus   1. Jess Schneiders TNI,  
3. Chelsea Whitaker TNI, 4. 
Emily White TNI 
 
13 and Over  
100m Sprint    M Anderson TNR,  
D Susila Knox,  G Buchanan 
TNW,  
 S Askin TNY,  S English TNR,  
T Kinnaird TNR 
 
Relay   TNW,  TNY,  TNR,  TNP. 
 
Hurdles    S English TNR,  J 
McEwan TNP,  D Susilo Knox,  S 
Askin TNY,  N Chisholm KVG,  H 
Smaill TNP 
 
Long Jump   1. Deina Susilo 
Knox, 2. Holy Smail TNW, 4. 
Sian English, 5. Margie 
Anderson TNR 
 
800m Senior 1. S English TNR, 
2. M Anderson TNG, 3. A 
Weegenaar TNR,  5. M Halley 
TNB. 
 
Boys :  
 
Under 12  
75m Sprint   L Maker TNG, J 
Fraser TNY. J McCrombie TNG,  
J Finnie TNG 

 
Relay  TNR,   TNB,   TNP,    
TNG,  TNY 
 
Hurdles   D Cummings TNY,   J 
Fraser TNY,  
 B McKensie TNG,   J McCombie 
TNG,  H Keelan  TNG 
 
High Jump   1. Calum Stewart 
TNY. 
 
Discus   1. Luke Maker TNI,  2. 
Hare Keelan  TNI. 
 
Shot Put   1. Sidney Fidow TNI,  
2. Callum Stewart TNI,  3.  Nigel 
Goulstone TNI. 
 
Under 13  
75m Sprint  M Ryan TNB,  F 
Lucas TNB,  C Dickie TNB,  K 
Cromar TNB 
 
Relay   TNY,  TNB,  TNP,  TNG 
 
Hurdles   H Goodman TNP,  M 
Ryan TNB,F Lucas TNB,  J 
Mowat TNP. 
 
Long Jump  Michael Ryan TNB,   
 
12 and Over   
 
Shot Put   1. Levine Lale TNI, 
Jordan Ari-Robinson TNI, Felix 
Lucus TNI,Levi Baker TNI, 
Michael McCormack TNI 
 
Discus   1. Michael McCormack 
TNI, 2. Jordan Ari-Robinson TNI, 
3. Levine Lale TNI, 4. Beau Pene 
MCG, 5. Dylan Waghorn TNI. 
 
13 and Over  
100m Sprint    M McCormack 
TNR, J Ari-Robinson TNR, D 
Waghorn TNR, 4. L Baker TNR. 
 
Relay   TNG, TNR, TNP, TNB. 
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Hurdles D Williams TNB,  L 
Baker TNR, R Nicolaou TNR, 
 F Ryder TNP,  D Waghorn TNR,  
R Bayley TNP 
 
Long Jump   1. Jordan Ari-
Robinson, 2. Dylan Waghorn 
TNW, 3. Finn Ryder TNW,   
 
800m Senior  2. R Bayly TNP,  
4. J Mowat TNP,  5.  L Bishop  
TNY. 

Otago Primary Schools’ 
Athletic Championships 

Results 2008 

In was a pleasure to watch the 
children line up against the best 
in Otago and to see them 
succeed in all disciplines. We 
had four out of six wins in the 
relays and nine of our hurdlers 
took major places. Well done to 
those in distance, jumps, sprints 
and throws who achieved on the 
day. All in all 44 children will be 
awarded Otago athletic awards 
for their 1st,2nd or 3rd placings. 
Thanks to all children who gave 
their best for athletics and to staff 
who assisted with coaching. 
 
New Otago Record   
 
Hare Keelan TNB Under 12 
Discus,  22.56m  
 
Girls  
 
Under 12 
75m Sprint -3rd T Clearwater 
TNB 
 
200m Relay 
3rd – TNG [ Kelsey Howells, 
Vivien Liu, Courtney Drinkwater 
and Mickayla Drinkwater ] 
 
70m Hurdles 
1stJ Guthrie TNR ( 12.1 sec), 
2nd T Clearwater TNB, 3rd V Liu 
TNG 

 
Under 13 
75m Sprint 
1st A Weegenaar TNR ( 10.3 
sec) 3rd D Galdeman TNR 
 
200m Relay 
1st TNR (28.4 sec) [ Jessica 
Schneiders, Georgia Hume, 
Danielle Galdeman and Aleisha 
Weegenaar  
 
70m Hurdles 
1st  C Whittaker TNY ( 11.6sec ) 
2nd T Lunam TNP. 
 
Long Jump 
3rd A Weegenaar TNR 
 
12 and Over 
 
Discus 
1st C Whittaker TNY ( 19.60m ) 
 
13 and Over 
200m Relay 
1st TNR ( 27.8sec ) [ Deina 
Susilo-Knox, Margie Anderson, 
Sian English and Tanisha 
Kinnaird ] 
 
Hurdles 
3rd D Susilo-Knox TNR 
 
Long Jump 
3rd D Susilo Knoz TNR 
 
Senior 800m 
1st S English TNR ( 2.37.8 ) 
 
Boys  
 
Under 12 
200m Relay 
1st TNG ( 28.5 sec) [ Joshua 
McCombie, Luke Maker, Blair 
MacKenzie and Joshua Finnie ] 
 
70m Hurdles 
3rd= J McCombie TNG. 
 
High Jump 

2nd= C Stewart TNY. 
 
Discus 
1st H Keelan TNR ( 22.56m 
Record) 3rd L Maker TNY 

 
Under 13 
 
75m Sprint 
1st F Lucas TNB ( 9.7sec ) 
 
200m Relay 
1st TNB ( 26.7sec )  [ Felix Lucas, 
Michael Ryan, Kieran Cromar 
and Christopher Dickie ] 
 
 
70m Hurdles 
 2nd M Ryan TNB and 3rd F 
Lucas TNB 
 
12 and Over 
 
Shot Put 
3rd M McCormack TNB 
 
13 and Over 
 
100m Sprint 
3rd L Baker TNR 
 
 
Long Jump 
3rd  J Robinson TNB 
 
 
Senior 800m 
3rd R Bayley TNP 
 

Congratulations 

Cricket / Soccer  

Well done to Henry Alexander 
who  has been selected for the 
Metropolitan B Year 8 cricket 
team as Captain. 
He has also been named in the 
Federation 14th Grade Soccer 
team to play in the National 
Tournament in Napier April 
2009. 
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Speech  

Cameron Shearer  passed his 
Trinity College Grade 4 Speech 
and Drama exam with 
Distinction. Well done. 

2009 Enrolments 

With a busy five weeks planned 
on the timetable, could I ask that 
if you have an enrolment form to 
hand in, could that be done as 
soon as possible .This will allow 
me time  to do the follow up work 
before commencing to shape 
classes. 
Parents needing to look about 
the school or have matters to 
discuss, are welcome to contact 
Keith Hutton on 03 4553994. 
 

Kayaking 

 

�

Year 8 classes have been 
enjoying their time kayaking.  
Most classes have been in the 
water at Macandrew Bay,.  The 
new kayaks have received the 
thumbs up from staff and 
students.  On some days the 
wind up the harbour has added a 
challenge, but overall very 
enjoyable sessions.  Once again 
a big thank you to parents who 
assisted.  Much appreciated. 

NumberWorks holiday 
course 

Places available on the 
NumberWorks holiday course. 
2 hours of fun maths tuition 
each day for the week of Mon 
26- Fri 30 Jan 2009.  

Ph 474 1104 to find out more. 
Come in for a Free Introductory 
Session before this year ends. 
See for yourself the difference 
that NumberWorks makes. 

���������	
��	
���
���
�������

Wk1- School Athletic Sports + 
Visit from the Indian Cultural 
Group. 
Wk2- Class Kayaking + Social 
Studies Challenge. 
Wk3- ICT Days and Blind Appeal 
Wk4- Norm Hewitts Talk + Sth 
Zone Sports +Life Ed Bus 
Wk5- kayaking and Life 
Education Lessons. 
Wk6- Marae Week activities. 
Wk7- High School Visits  +  Mr 
Ward’s Farewell Function. 
Wk8- Music Performance from 
Siena College Melbourne + 
Recycling and Cycling sessions. 

 Diary Dates 

Tuesday 2nd – Rms 14+15 +16 
on Recycling Trip  
Wednesday 3rd December – 
Rm 12 kayaking  
Thursday 4th – Rms 14+15+16 
on Recycling Trip + Rm 1 
Kayaking 
Thursday 4th December – Cycle 
safety continues for Year 7 
classes 
Tuesday 9th December – Cycle 
Safety Lessons 
Wednesday 10th December 
7.30 – 9.15pm  – School 
Performance at the University 

of Otago College of Education 
Auditorium on Union Street. 
Thursday 11th December  - 
Cycle Safety Lessons and Rm 
1 out on Beach field Trip. 
Friday 12th December, 2.10pm 
Music Assembly + Rm11 
Kayaking. 
Monday 15th December, 1.00 – 
2.30pm – Yr 7’s at Moana Pool 
Tuesday 16th December – Top 
Class Challenge. 
Wednesday 17th December –Yr 
8’s at skating and salt water 
pool. 
Wednesday 17th 
December,7.30 – 9.30pm Yr 8 
Farewell Social. 
Thursday 18th December, 
2.00pm – School Prize Giving 
in the school hall. 
Friday 19th December, 12.00 – 
School Finishes for the year. 
2009 
Friday 30th January 2.00 – 
3.00pm – Classes announced 
and meet the Teacher. 
Monday 2nd February – School 
starts. 
 

 
 
Some of the wonderful art 
work completed during the 
successful Marae Week. 
 
What a marvellous week for 
our Year 7 students. 


