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Welcome 

We are now into the last three 
weeks of the 2006 school year, 
and I must congratulate students 
and teachers for the continued 
sound application of skills I 
observe in classrooms.  It is too 
easy to let standards drop over 
the last weeks, and I thank you 
for the continuing support with 
correct uniforms, punctuality and 
work.  Student’s work shows a 
high level of support and interest 
from parents, and this is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
With the school year finishing so 
late, there will not be a second 
hand uniform sale this year.  
Parents are encouraged to have 
items dry cleaned and taken to 
the Second Hand Shop in 
Stafford Street. 
 
This week I have read again of 
problems other schools are 
having with cell phones.  Text 
bullying continues, and 
inappropriate jokes and pictures 
are being circulated throughout 
the school day.     These schools 
are reconsidering whether the 
distractions from learning is 
worth the wishes of students to 
have cell phones at school.   
 
The Tahuna policy is no cell 
phones, and if for special 
circumstances one is needed for 
a particular day, it needs to be 
held at the office for safe 
keeping.  A reminder that we do 
have a special telephone line for 
students’ use in emergencies,  
 
 

and all students know the 
procedure.  
 
Brent Ward 
Principal. 

TECHNOLOGY 

HARD MATERIALS 

It has been another great year in 
the workshop and some 
awesome projects have been 
completed. Our students have 
done well to work around all the 
building work and make the most 
of the opportunities. 
 
The Year 7 students are 
currently designing and shaping 
letters from their initials.  
The 18mm MDF is a challenge 
with the coping saws, but allows 
use to make more intricate 
shapes than could be done with 
natural timber. They have used 
the hot poker to decorate the 
shapes. 
 
The department has bought a 
new shear guillotine to facilitate a 
new unit called ‘Metal Works’. 
This project enables our kids to 
use the skills they have already 
learnt with drilling, spot welding 
and riveting on sheet steel. This 
is another example of the sort of 
great experiences provided by an 
intermediate school such as 
Tahuna.  
It in neat to see the kids get 
hands-on practice with some 
‘serious gear’ they would 
probably not experience 
elsewhere. All the students had a 
go with the guillotine and 

produced a wide range of 
products.  
 

Tim Arnold. 

End of Year Performance – 
“Tahuna Talent” 

This wonderful show is to be 
staged once again at the College 
of Education Auditorium on 
Union Street – 7.30 – 9.15pm 
Wednesday 13th December. 
Tickets are $2 and there will be 
many children involved in a great 
variety of items for the audience 
to enjoy. 
You will be able to see class 
items, orchestra, dance, oral 
communication, multicultural 
group, choir and more. 
The whole  school will be bused 
down on Wednesday morning to 
view the dress rehearsal and 
there will be NO cost for the bus. 
 
So, please send along an 
envelope with the following 
recorded on it as soon as 
convenient:- 
Child’s name 
Room number 
Number of tickets required 
Amount of $ enclosed 
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Speech 

NZ Grade Results 

Grade 3 
Demetri Raffills    Honours 
Ryan Sapwell   Merit 
Hamish McMeeking   Credit 
 
Grade 2 
Erana McKinlay   Honours 
Jasmine Mawson   Merit Plus 
Garth Fulton      Merit 
Thomas Stevens   Merit 
Yayla Hodge      Credit 
Nicole Seaton   Credit 
Felicity Robinson   Credit 
Abby Neill      Pass Plus 
Esther Garbutt   Pass Plus 
Kyrin Hanning   Pass Plus 

Miranda Study 

              By Sam Brosnan 
Room 15 had the special 
opportunity to learn about the 
Shorebirds of Miranda at the 
Firth of Thames on a cyber 
fieldtrip with our host Audrey. 
Some of the Shore Birds we 
learnt about migrate all the way 
to the Arctic and other countries 
such as Australia, Siberia, 
Japan, China and back again. 
This is called the Asian 
Australasian flyway. Our class 
also learnt about Wader Birds 
such as the New Zealand Wrybill 
which is unique because it is the 
only bird in the world with a bill 
that curves to the right which it 
uses to turn rocks over to catch 
food. Room 15 also the chance 
to listen in on an audio 
conference with Audrey and hear 
her reply to questions asked by 
other schools. For much of the 
time in class we were on Laptops 
visiting the Miranda Shorebirds 
website, looking at photos, 
watching short movies, and 
reading lots of information. 
I think New Zealand is very lucky 
to be home to these special birds 

and I’d love to go to Miranda to 
experience seeing them all with 
my own eyes. 

Life Education 

Over the past weeks our Year 7 
classes have been looking at the 
Warrant of Fitness programme 
with Trudy, in the bus.   This has 
involved looking at good nutrition, 
body image, media influences 
and making good choices. 

 
In Year 8 the students have 
worked through the From the 
Shadows programme, which 
helps the students understand 
the more severe effects drugs 
and alcohol can have on a 
developing body, in contrast to 
an adult.  Also understanding the 
consequences and implications 
of drug and alcohol abuse, as 
well as developing strategies to 
stay drug free and safe, were 
areas that were covered. 
 
Both have been informative 
programmes that have been 
targeted to this age group, 
professionally presented by 
Trudy and fully supported by 
staff.  We do thank her and 
Harold for their efforts. 

Otago Athletic 
Championships 

Many children went to the Otago 
champs to represent the school 
and we were thrilled with their 
efforts. We enjoyed them 
competing with others from the 
120 other schools. 
Our seven places in the relays 
meant that without looking at any 

other results, we had 28 children 
who had won an Otago 
certificate. Our other successful 
athletes were placed in throws, 
sprints , hurdles and distance. A 
very fine achievement for all 
concerned in 2006. 
Congratulations to the following 
placegetters: 
 
Jasmine Ogilvie 1st 13+Relay, 1st 
13+ hurdles and 1st 13+ 100m. 
Brent Cheshire 1st U12 Relay, 1st 
U12 high jump and 2nd U12 75m. 
Shannon McLaren 1st 13+Relay, 
2nd Long jump and 3rd 100m. 
Lorralea Te Koi 1st U12 shot and 
2nd U12 Relay 
Henry Tagaloa 1st U12 Relay 
and 3rd U12 75m 
Jenna Small 1st 12+ discus. 
Esme Gray- McCoy 1st  U12 high 
jump. 
Salema Ferris 1st 13+Relay  
Anna Kean 1st  Snr 800m. 
Tyler Helm  1st U12 Relay. 
Blayne Hamilton 1st U12 Relay. 
Ariana Knox 1st 13+Relay. 
Caleb Van De Byl 2nd 13+ 
Hurdles and 2nd 13+Relay. 
Papa Wirihana- Poutapu 2nd 
U12 Relay and 2nd U12 shot. 
Hayden Pringle 2nd 13+ Relay 
and 3rd 13+Hurdles. 
Hope Duncan 2nd  12+ shot 
Aleki Morris 2nd U13 Relay 
David Van De Byl. 2nd U13 Relay 
Jeremy Lee  2nd U13 Relay. 
Natalie Hill 2nd U12 Relay 
Mahalia Finnie 2nd U12 Relay. 
Mark Burnett 2nd U13 Relay . 
Daniel Fowler 2nd 13+ Relay. 
Cooper Te-Ahuru 2nd U13 
hurdles. 
Ben Dolan  2nd  13+ Relay. 
Samuel Kemp 3rd  U12 shot 
Joy Minnaar 3rd U12 Relay 
Erin Corry 3rd U12 Relay 
Kiana Weneta 3rd U12 Relay 
Ell Lee 3rd U12 Relay 
Jodie Hope 3rd U13 Relay 
Tyla Cochrane 3rd U13 Relay 
Krystal Marshall 3rd U13 Relay 
Megan Hill 3rd U13 Relay 
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Longford Intermediate 
Exchange  - Gore 

Next Tuesday 40 children and 
staff will head south for this 
sporting/cultural occasion. We 
leave at 8.00am and plan to be 
back by 5.00pm.  
Sports /cultural options are:-  
Volleyball,  softball, relay, rippa 
rugby, tennis, golf and  chess. 
Hopefully the weather holds this 
time. 

Writing Challenges 

Exciting writing continues and 
this week we had some great 
pieces submitted for our writing 
challenge by our very able 
writers on  -  
Parts of Speech 
Year 8 Winner 
Ashley Hinten 
 
Highly Commended 
 
Maddie Kelly 
Ella Fielding 
 
School Support 
Thanks to the following for 
supporting the school with their 
incentives: 
Mc Donald’s 
KFC 
Video Ezy 
$2 Shop 

               Y.I.P Card Awards 

The following children have 
been rewarded at recent 
Assemblies for their efforts and 
attitude in and about the 
school.  
 
Gold Cards  
Amy Foster  
Peter Sise 
Joshua Livingstone 
Melissa Ibbotson 
 
Silver Cards  
Jeremy Barnes 

Thomas Stevens 
Kathryn Lammers 
Peter Shields 
Jessica Hanson 
Krystal Marshall 
Will Hamilton 

Kayaking 

On Monday 20th November 
Room 15 had an exciting 
opportunity to go kayaking. It 
wasn’t perfect weather as it was 
quite windy, but it gave us all a 
challenge. After interval we 
headed off to the boat marina, 
where we would be kayaking. 
The first group got into their gear 
and were already deciding what 
kayak to use and making sure 
everyone knew it was theirs! We 
launched ourselves into the 
water with a few anxious faces 
between us. We battled into a 
head wind and soon found a 
spot that was more sheltered 
than the rest.  

 
We tested our skills and played a 
few games. Before we knew it 
our time was up and Group 2 
was banging at our doorstep 
wanting their go. So we 
reluctantly handed over the 
kayaks. The whole process was 
repeated again for group 2 & 3. 
While the groups were waiting 
we had cricket, volleyball and 
vortex to entertain us as well as 
having the company of Mrs Toa 
and the parent helpers. 

Overall it was a successful day 
with only two people falling in, 
one of whom was a parent! 
We all had a great time and 
enjoyed the day out learning new 
skills. 
A BIG thank-you must go to all 
the helpers, the day wouldn’t 
have been possible without 
them. 
By Maxine 

Multicultural Update 

A representation of our 
multicultural group proudly 
opened the Dunedin College of 
Education Graduation 
ceremony on Saturday.  All 
students, including those who 
had earlier marched with the 
graduates, were a real credit to 
our school.  We are very proud 
of them all.  Special mention 
goes to Hannah (13) and 
Sahara (7) who superbly 
opened our item. 
It was also special for our 
performers to see College 
teachers who had been at 
Tahuna in their graduation 
attire.  This will also be the 
case on Thursday 7th of 
December, when another small 
representation will open the 
final Graduation ceremony at 
the College of Education 
Auditorium.  This should be 
another memorable accasion.  
Many thanks to our parents 
who are always so supportive 
in arranging transport to these 
occasions. 

Blue Light Police Challenge 

On Wednesday teams of four 
from most classes across 
Tahuna went to the Edgar 
Centre for the Blue Light Police 
Challenge as they competed 
against other intermediate 
schools in Dunedin. In the 
challenge there was a course 
that all four members in your 
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team had to complete. Some of 
the obstacles were jumping 
through a window, walking 
across a beam, pushing a trailer 
and more. First one of the people 
from the police force showed us 
how to do everything then it was 
time to start. After all of the 
teams had finished it was now 
known that room 11 had the 
fasted time of 2min :44secs. Mr 
Smith and Mr Hutton choose a 
new team of four year 8’s that 
would try and get a good time to 
win the cup. The awesome new 
team finished in a time of 2:19 
and took  runner- up  position.  

Congratulations 

Twin Success 
Well done  to Oliver Mason and 
Elliot Mason who recently sat 
their Grade 1 Communication 
Skills through the Trinity College 
of London and both received  
Distinctions. 
Tap Dancing 
It was great to hear that Meredith 
Wills and Courtney Jones 
recently sat their Grade 5 exam 
for tap dancing and both were 
awarded Distinction for their 
efforts . Well done girls 
Gymnastics 
Well done to Esme Gray- McCoy 
for being rated the top gymnast 
in the Otago qualifying 
competition. 
Blind Appeal 
It was great to hear that the total 
collected this year was 
considerably up on 2005 and 
Tahuna children were once 
again thanked for giving their 
time on the night. 

Missed Result 

Unfortunately Fran Myer-Baird’s 
3rd place in the Senior girls 800m 
at the recent South Zone Athletic 
Champs, was missed out of the 
results which featured in our last 
newsletter. 

Girls Cricket 

On Thursday Nov 23rd the Girls 
cricket team played against St 
Hildas. Tahuna scored 131 runs and 
St Hildas only got 54. This batting 
total made it easy for when we 
fielded.   
This was the second win for the 
season which is pretty good since 
they’ve only played 3 games. 

Santa Wanted 

Any Granddad's out there 
wishing to get into the Xmas 
spirit? The Dunedin Xmas 
Pantomime is looking for 
someone to be Santa for our 
Santa's Grotto. Times needed 
are; 
Thursday 21st Dec: 10am - 
11am & 1pm - 2pm 
Friiday 22nd Dec: 10am - 11am 
& 1pm - 2pm & 5pm - 6pm. 
Contact Heidi Hayward on 
4761969 if you are interested. 

Diary Dates  

Thurs 30th  Nov, 11.00 – 12.00 
swimming at Moana Pool for 
Rooms 7.10.16.17. 
Thurs 30th Nov, 8.00 – 5.00pm, 
40 children representing seven 
sports , travel to Longford Int in 
Gore.  
Fri 1st Dec 9.00 – 12.30  – Yr 8 
girls off to OGHS in 2007 will 
visit the school. 
Fri 1st December – Room 6 
assembly. 
Thurs 7th Dec – 11.00 -12.00 
swimming for Rooms 
9.18.26.27. + 9.00 – 12.00 
Kayaking for R6. 
Fri 8th  Dec – 1 golf team away 
at Golf Tournament 
Mon 11th Dec  - 6.00 – 7.30pm 
–BOB Meal with David Elliott. 
Tues 12th Dec – Mega Milk 
Challenge at the Caledonian 
Grounds. 
Wed 13th Dec  7.30pm – 9.15 
pm – School Concert at 

Dunedin College of Education 
Auditorium in Union Street. 
Thurs 14th Dec, 1.00 - 2.30pm 
– Yr 7 Aquatics session at 
Moana Pool. 
Fri 15th Dec 2.10  – General 
Awards Assembly  +  R 1 and 
11 at Ice Skating. 
Mon 18th Dec – Top Class + 
School Council Lunch. 
Tues 19th  Dec– 12.15 – 2.15,  
Rms 12.13.14.15. off to Ice 
Skating 
Tues 19thDec - Farewell Social 
for Yr 8 Children. 
Wed 20th Dec, 2.00pm  -  End 
of Year School Prize Giving 
Thurs 21st Dec – School 
finishes at mid day. 


